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An old Sufi story about a farmer and his son… 
 
One day when the farmer goes out to feed his animals, he finds his only horse lying 

on the ground, dead.  Soon, the whole village has heard the news and come by say-

ing: ‘We have heard the awful news, it is terrible that you have lost your only 

horse.’  The farmer answers his friends with ‘Maybe’. 

 

The next day his son who is a good horseman runs to him, shouting that he has just 

captured a whole herd of wild horses.   Again the villagers come by after hearing the 

news, this time saying: ‘You are so lucky finding this herd.’  The farmer replies: 

‘Maybe’. 

 

A few days later while breaking in the horses, the son falls off one of them and 

breaks his leg.  A neighbour comes by and says; ‘What bad luck you are having.’ 

Once again the farmer replies: ‘Maybe’. 

 

Many weeks go by and the farmer’s son is still lame.  The emperor sends out his 

messengers to round up all able-bodied men in the nearby villages to fight a local 

battle.   They bypass the farmer’s house hearing that the young man had a broken 

leg and would not be able to fight. 

 

The neighbours who have lost their sons in battle come to the farmer’s house and 

say: ‘You are so lucky to have your son home with you.  Again the reply is: ‘Maybe.’ 

 

We welcome you to share any thoughts you may have about the meaning of this 

story and its relevance to your life.   

Email Charlotte at charlotte@creativetransformations.com.au  
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